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RETHINK OUR COMMON FUTURE
Transforming the Heart of Education

 
RETHINK OUR COMMON FUTURE 2015 – 2017 is a series of events exploring, assessing, 
and realizing concrete steps towards a sustainable future by helping young people unfold 
their innate capacity for presence, awareness, empathy and compassion. 

After Thirty Years
In 2017, thirty years will have passed since the publication of Our Common Future, the report of 
the UN Commission on Environment and Development chaired by Gro Harlem Brundtland. The 
report helped set a global agenda for a reorientation of notions of growth and development towards 
sustainability. The main emphasis of the remedies suggested in the report to the environmental and 
other global challenges was on technological, economic, and institutional measures. In the three 
decades that have passed, despite considerable efforts and some success at global, regional, and 
national regulation, environmental, social, and economic crises have multiplied and deepened. Es-
sentially, attempts at reorienting trajectories of development have failed – and time is running out. 
Reorienting the trajectory of global development requires that individuals rediscover their connec-
tion and interdependence with others, with the environment, and with the planet as a whole.

The Heart of the Matter: change must come from within
A sustainable future must build on the gradual development of more sustainable ways of being of 
individuals and communities, starting from the ground up. This demands more than merely tech-
nical, political or institutional measures aimed at softening the manifold negative impacts of our 
insatiable desire for consumption. It requires the realisazation that the source of sustainability in a 
fuller sense lies within ourselves: our innate capacity for empathy and compassion, for feeling and 
taking responsibility for the well-being of others and for our planet as a whole. Since it is innate, 
developing this capacity does not involve learning something new, but helping people, and especial-
ly children and young adults, to (re-) discover and reconnect with the deeper levels of their being.

www.rethinkourcommonfuture.org – Focusing on Youth, Learning and Sustainability
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Our Mission
Focusing on youth, learning and sustainability, Rethink Our Common Future (ROCF) is a series 
of events exploring, assessing, and realizing concrete steps towards a sustainable future by helping 
young people unfold their innate capacity for presence, awareness, empathy and compassion.

Rethink Our Common Future: Transforming the Heart of Education was the first of a series of three 
annual conferences/workshops marking the fact that in 2017 it will be 30 years since Our Common 
Future, the report of the UN Commission on Development and Environment, was published and 
helped place sustainability at the top of the global political agenda.

2015 June 10th - 12th: Conference – Transforming the Heart of Education 
2016 September 22th - 23th: Conference – Relational Competences in Educatio 
2017 September 24th - 26th: Conference – Reconnecting Families & Communities and Realizing 
Universal Responsibility

rethink

OUR COMMON FUTURE
transforming education

Bæredygtigt Skandinavisk Lederskab
Sustainable CoCreation – Aarhus 13.-15.11. 2016

ROCF KONFERENCE i AARHUS 24.-26. SEPTEMBER 2017

I samarbejde mellem Sustainable CoCreation (SusCo) og Rethink Our Common Future (ROCF),  
planlægges allerede nu fælles konference efteråret 2017. Dette bliver en “fusions-konference” hvor 
SusSo med De Skandinaviske bæredygtigheds temaer, væves sammen med det internationale net-
værk omkring empati og mindfullness for børn. Bidrag fra bl.a. Andreas Roepstorff fra IMC, Aar-
hus Universitet – Peter Senge fra MIT, Boston, USA – Jesper Juul, FamilyLab/Børnslivskundskab, 
Helle Jensen, Børnslivskundskab – Steen Hildebrandt, Sustainable CoCreation/Børnslivskundskab 
– Michael Stubberup, Sustainable CoCreation/Børnslivskundskab – Peter Høeg, Børnslivskund-
skab. Envidere er vi i dialog med en række andre bidragsydere, f.eks. Jon Kabat-Zinn, Johan Rock-
tröm, Olafur Eliasson, Arawana Hayashi, James Heckman, m.fl.

Kreativitet og Co-Creation
Konferencen i 2017 bygger på et omfattende kreativt samarbejde mellem en lang række af ovenstå-
ende enkeltpersoner og organisationer de seneste 10 år. Et centralt afsæt for denne kreative proces 
har været et dobbelt fokus – på den ene side en dyb uro over udviklingen på mange områder på vores 
fælles planet og på den anden side et fokus på at opgradere vores viden og erfaring med læringsproces-
ser forankret i kropsligt kreative cirkulationer, herunder som det er udfoldet i femkant-modellen, som 
beskriver de medfødte, naturlige kompetencer (ref. bogen, Empati – det der holder verden sammen). 
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Som et konkret eksempel på hvordan kreativitet og co-creation udfoldes som en fælles samska-
bende proces, kan Relationskompetenceprojektet på VIA University College, Læreruddannelsen 
i Århus, 2012-16 nævnes. Det er initieret og gennemført i samarbejde mellem profession, uddan-
nelse og forskning, nærmere bestemt har partnerne været VIA Læreruddannelsen i Aarhus og FoU 
fra VIA Pædagogik og samfund, Foreningen Børns Livskundskab, Center for grundskoleforskning, 
Danmarks institut for Pædagogik og Uddannelse (DPU) Aarhus Universitet, Risskov Skole, Skæring 
Skole og Gammelgaardskolen i Aarhus, Malling skole og Vestergårdsskolen, Hobrovejens skole og 
Nyvangskolen i Randers. I følgeforskningen er projektets resultater beskrevet.  
 
Et andet eksempel, er den treårige tværfaglig efteruddannelsen Sustainable Co-Creation – practising 
presencing, et samarbejde mellem Bæredygtig Ledelse, Danmark & Theory U/Presencing Institute 
Boston 2013-2016. Efteruddannelsen tematiserede det paradigmeskifte vi er midt i, en mulig be-
vægelse fra velfærd, new public management over til et mere helhedsorienteret bæredygtigt sam-
fundsperspektiv – som et muligt skift til en systemisk eksistentialisme, hvor det personlige ansvar 
og medansvaret for fællesskabet er ét og det samme. Træningsforløbet tog udgangspunkt i res-
sourcer vi alle er bærere af – kroppens og sansesystemernes bagvedliggende kreative og informa-
tionsbærende kvaliteter. Der blev arbejdet med bæredygtighed som subjektive, intersubjektive og 
systemiske processer. 
Efteruddannelsen pegede på, at løsningen på kriserne starter med hver enkelt af os – at det er det 
enkelte medansvarlige og reflekterende menneske – leder, medarbejder, forbruger og borger – der 
handler ud fra sit hjerte, og ikke blot ud fra en kortsigtet og rationel tænkning – som er det afgøren-
de for forståelsen og gennemførelsen af de både ønskelige og nødvendige forandringer.

www.bornslivskundskab.dk

www.sustainablecocreation.org
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The Anthropocene 
In terms of the development of the planet, we are living in extraordinary times of great variation, 
paradoxes, and opportunities. On the one hand we live in inspiring times of intense development 
culturally, scientifically and technologically. On the other hand the Zeitgeist is brash, aggressive, 
and challenging, where the ruling paradigm manifests as fragmentation, separation, polarization, 
and collapse or in other words: violent and and threatening alterations and imbalances, which ne-
ither in the short nor in the long perspective will be sustainable. We feel it personally, socially, socie-
tally, and globally. On a daily basis we are confronted by disturbing and chaotic information about 
war, terror, suffering, and injustice. We see a cohesive network of crises, climate changes, population 
explosion, increase in inequality, overexploitation of natural resources, stress, economies spinning 
out of control, loss of biodiversity. We relate to these crises with the mental frameworks and habits 
that contributed to the making of the crises. Business as usual.

It is decisive that we allow ourselves to see the new larger and more comprehensive picture, the 
living global reality. Humanity should perceive itself as having a strong bond with nature and mo-
reover as completely dependent on nature. Humanity is a part of nature, but we have also created 
a situation where we must take on a still greater responsibility for nature and the development of 
the planet. The cumulative pressure is now so great that it seems nature’s self-organizing ability to 
adapt is challenged or as recently expressed in theological terms by a priest: the planet is no longer 
in God’s hands, but in humanity’s hands.

Hence the transition to the Anthropocene epoch is a wakeup call. The crises we are facing are feed-
back that tells us that the systems are unbalanced, that we are not prepared for the future:
…the educational system in America and around the world is a relic of a bygone era. The curricu-
lum is out of date and out of touch with the realities…much of what we teach and how we teach is 
dysfunctional and toxic to the future development of the human race. (Jeremy Rifkin)
The greatest alteration or the most significant change of gears in this process of development and 
learning concerns the shift from being controlled by and focused on external factors to an ancho-
ring of attentive consciousness in the individual human being, in other words to change explicit 
disposition. 

One of the great challenges of our time is to heal the fragmentations perpetrated during the last de-
cades. In many areas there is a profound need to create coherent and systemic – holistic –concepts. 
Our aspirations should be aiming for this, and we ought to believe that they can be realized. We 
should believe in human beings and the meaning of inter-human confidence. The sciences of the 
human psyche, inter-human relations, and the planet demonstrate that we are intimately connected 
on macro as well as on micro levels.

”We humans, Anthropos in ancient Greek, have become such a massive source of global change 
that we now constitute a geological-size force on the planet, one even more extensive in magnitude 
and pace than volcanic eruptions, plate tectonics, or erosion. With reckless abandon, we have in-
troduced our own geological epoch, the ”Anthropocene”……The writing´s on the wall….humanity`s 
very survival depends on a deep shift in the way we think about natural resources, energy use, pol-
lution, fairness and sustainability”.

 Johan Rockström
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Taking stock and moving forward
Fortunately, many local initiatives have already been taken by individuals and organizations, inclu-
ding the hosts of these events, to develop and implement concrete steps to create conducive learning 
environments by assisting institutions and teachers to learn and put into practice a diverse set of 
straightforward pedagogical tools to help children and young adults uncover and develop their in-
nate potential for connecting better with themselves and with others.

The ROCF events in 2015-2017 are intended to bring together key actors in this field from Denmark 
and from abroad who have worked concretely in different ways with the development and realizati-
on of learning environments aimed at fostering the development of empathy, compassion, presence 
and awareness in young people.
The purpose of the meetings is to share experiences, to learn from each other and inspire one ano-
ther, recognizing the profound differences between national and regional contexts as well as the 
universal aspects of our common challenges and potentials as we seek to help young people become 
better able to meet their world and each other with clarity and cordiality, rooted in a deep sense of 
personal integrity and universal responsibility.
While sharing this common theme and objective, in the course of the three events in 2015-2017, the 
emphasis will shift from individuals to families and local communities, to larger communities and 
networks, and the global. The relationship between individuals, the (re-)discovery of and familiari-
zation with inner qualities and processes, and intersubjective and ultimately global connections and 
flows will be a continuing concern throughout the series of events.

Projected outcomes
The main focus of the events is on research in this field: what has been done and achieved in diffe-
rent places? What lessons can we learn from those experiences? How can we draw inspiration from 
each other and offer mutual support?

www.rethinkourcommonfuture.org

Helle Jensen og Michael Stubberup
20.09.2016


